Dear Council Member ____________________________, 

I write to you today to encourage your support for New York City Council Resolution 367.  A City Council hearing is schedule on Resolution 367 on June 9, at 1 p.m.

Introduced by Council member Bill Perkins on May 19 2004 and initially co-sponsored by Council Members Miguel Martinez, Margarita Lopez, and Charles Baron, the resolution calls upon: 

· the President and the Congress to enact into law the Religious Freedom Peace Tax Fund Bill (HR 2361) which extends the right of conscientious objection to taxpayers.  

· our United States Representatives and Senators to monitor and report on military expenditures funded by the taxes of residents of New York city and to issue an accurate yearly report of Federal tax dollars used for military spending

It is the first such resolution to be proposed in the United States. 

As you may know, conscientious objection to military service has had a long history in the United States and for many years alternatives have been offered to those who hold  religious, moral and/or ethical conviction which forbid participation in war.

To date, such options have not been offered to taxpayers with similar beliefs, who, as a result, have had to risk the threat of having their property seized, wages garnished or worse, for diverting their taxes for peaceful purposes. The Religious Freedom Peace Tax Fund Bill would legalize conscientious objection for taxpayers, and restore freedom of religion as protected in the First Amendment to such taxpayers.

Like most people, I want a peaceful, just,  and ecologically sustainable world for all people, and I want to continue paying my federal taxes for the well being and upkeep of society.  I support the Religious Freedom Peace Tax Fund Bill as a way of making this possible.  I cannot in good conscience, support preparations for warfare, especially when the basic social needs of our communities are not met.  

I urge you, therefore,  to stand with me in affirming my right to obey my conscience while continuing to lawfully pay my share of federal taxes.  Please co-sponsor Resolution 367.  Thank you for your time.

